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for years had been tending toward the creation of a
dangerous situation.
One may, however, sum up very briefly the most salient
facts in regard to each country,
Serbia felt a natural and justifiable impulse to do what
so many other countries had done in the nineteenth cen-
tury—to bring under one national Government all the dis-
contented Serb people. She had liberated those under
Turkish rule; the next step was to liberate those under*
Hapsburg rule. She looked to Russia for assistance, and
had been encouraged to expect that she would receive it.
After the assassination, Mr. Pashitch took no steps to dis-
cover and bring to justice Serbians in Belgrade who had
been implicated in the plot* One of them, Ciganovitch, was
even assisted to disappear, Mr. Pashitch waited to see
what evidence the Austrian authorities could find. When
Austria demanded cooperation of Austrian officials in
discovering, though not in trying, implicated Serbians, the
Serbian Government made a very conciliatory but nega-
tive reply. They expected that the reply would not be
regarded as satisfactory, and, even before it was given,
ordered the mobilization of the Serbian army. Serbia did
not want war, but believed it would be forced upon her*
That Mr. Pashitch was aware of the plot three weeks before
it was executed, failed to take effective steps to prevent the
assassins from crossing over from Serbia to Bosnia, and then
failed to give Austria any warning or information which
might have averted the fatal crime, were facts unknown to
Austria in July, 1914; they cannot therefore be regarded as
in any way justifying Austria's conduct; but they are part
of Serbia's responsibility, and a very serious part.
Austria was more responsible for the immediate origin
of the war than any other Power. Yet from her own point
of view she was acting in self-defence—not against an im-
mediate military attack, but against the corroding Greater

